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James M. Jackson, jr., Miami; George Macauley, Mayport, and J. 
L. Horsey, Fernandina, and also to Sanitary Guards George R. Shultz, 
at Puntarassa, and C. H. Lind, at Apalachicola. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph Y. Porter, 

Sanitary Inspector. 
The Surgeon-General, 

Washington. 

Summary of work in Chinatoion, San Francisco, for the week ended 

April 2, 190^ 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, under 
date of April 4: 

Week ended April 2. 

Buildings reinspected 256 

Booms 2, 043 

Persons inspected 3, 063 

Sick 32 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 15 

Dead examined 17 

Necropsies 6 

Rats examined bacteriologically 38 

Number showing pest infection 

Places limed and disinfected 251 

Times streets swept 2 

Sewers flushed 11 

Notices served to abate plumbing nuisances 15 

Plumbing nuisances abated 6 

Nuisances undergoing abatement 8 

Total number of plumbing inspections 94 

Diphtheria on the U. S. S. Woodbury at Portland, Me. 

The following is received from Surgeon Mcintosh, under date of 
April 1: 

Three cases of diphtheria have been received from the U. S. S. 
Woodbury. 

The vessel was disinfected by an officer of this service previous to 
her departure from this port. 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo, Tex. 

Report of inspection ofTordillo — Hygienic conditions — Examination of 

water supply. 

Laredo, Tex., March &£, 190%.. 

Sir: As instructed by telegram from Surgeon-General Wyman, 
dated March 22, I proceeded to Tordillo settlement on March 23, 
returning March 23. 

Tordillo is a settlement about 20 miles northwest of Laredo, Tex., 
and about 8 miles from Cannell, Tex. (coal mines on the Rio Grande), 
there being wagon-road communication with both places. 

The settlement 1 visited consists of five groups of houses, four of 
them being about one-third of a mile from each other and situated in 
a semicircle around the largest one of them. The fifth settlement is 
about 1 mile from the rest of the group of four. 
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There are, in all, 20 houses, with 127 persons — large and small. 
There is at present no one sick with any kind of fever. The woman 
previously reported sick is now in full convalescence. No diagnosis 
can be made from her present condition, and from her histo^ no safe 
diagnosis can be arrived at. 

There has not been any sickness at Tordillo since the last months of 
1903, during which time the people who were sick claim to have had 
fever and chills either every day, or every third day, slight headache, 
no pains in body, and very little vomiting. From this I judge that 
they suffered from malaria. 

All the families were inspected by me, and they were encouraged 
to speak of last year's illness, in their own words, no questions being 
asked. 

The water supply is mainly from water holes existing in an arroyo, 
which runs between these settlements. These holes have minnows 
and frogs in them. There are only two wells, one at the east settle- 
ment (of four houses) and one at the west settlement (of two houses). 
All places keep water in barrels, the supply being renewed every two 
or three days, most persons having only one-half barrel of water in the 
house at a time. 

There are at present no mosquitoes and ventilation is good, as there 
is always a strong southeast wind blowing. 

All the houses, with the exception of two, are built of logs, with 
mud filling the interstices, and with thatched roof. The surrounding 
country is very dry at present. 

If we may rely upon the individual statements of the families that 
were sick in 1903, 1 am of the opinion that they had malaria. Further- 
more, from conversation with principal settlers, one of whom was sick 
in 1903, I inferred that he was sick in 1885, in Laredo^ with what was 
called dengue, having had a severe attack. He states that most of the 
people who were sick then were yellow, and that he turned yellow and 
was afraid that he had the " mal amarillo." This year none had the 
yellow appearance, and none had the pains they experienced in 1885. 

Summary. — At the present time no diagnosis can be made of the 
convalescent at Tordillo, who was sick about two and a half weeks, and 
there are no other sick. 

The source of water supply is not hygienic, and the people were 
advised to boil their drinking water. 

Twenty families, consisting of 127 persons, and 23 barrels, were 
inspected. No wigglers were found. 

Each settlement is at sufficient distance from the other to isolate any 
sick person and not contaminate other settlements. 

Disinfection done two weeks ago, and also three days ago. 
Respectful^, 

E. H. Saitvignet, 
Temporary Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

Medical Officer in Command, 

Laredo, Tex. 

Precautionary measures at Laredo. 

Laredo, Tex., March 26, 1904- 
Sir: Referring to Bureau telegram of the 16th instant, ordering me 
to proceed to Laredo and report to Bureau all facts bearing upon pre- 



